
GPSA  GRADUATION  2025-2026 

New Piano Level - Alberti Bass Award 
This award is for students who are in Book 1 but are not yet ready to graduate from 
Preparatory level.  These students should have practiced the Alberti Bass pattern with 
the left hand intentionally over many weeks and months.  They should be able to play 
consistently with a deep first note and quiet thumbs.  The tempo should be steady, 
with hands above the keyboard and left hand quieter than the right hand melody.


To receive this award, a student should perform the following six songs from Book 1 for 
their teacher or group class:  Lightly Row, French Children’s Song, London Bridge, Go 
Tell Aunt Rhody, Au Clair de la Lune, Long, Long Ago.  The student does not have to 
submit a video of these pieces.  The performance should demonstrate the points 
mentioned above.  It will be up to the teacher to decide if the student is ready for this 
award.  The student and teacher will be expected to attend the Graduation Recital on 
March 15, 2026.  The student will be recognized on the stage and receive a blue 
ribbon.


Piano Preparatory Level  -  Twinkles and Allegro 
Piano students are required to begin the Graduation level sequence with this level.  
The exception would be for transfer students who are at Level II and above.


Students and their teachers are required to attend one of the Graduation recitals.  
Students will not perform but will be presented with a trophy at the end of the recital.


Guidelines:

1.  Students must be working at the Short Story/Happy Farmer level or beyond.


2.  Record all of the RH Twinkles, playing through with teacher accompaniment, as 
performed on the CD by Dr. Kataoka.  Recommended tempo:  69 - 72.  Demonstrate 
good, clear tone on both staccato and legato sounds, using natural finger movement, 
with good balance above the keyboard.


3.  Record Allegro,  Quarter Note = 116-132.  Demonstrate good “Down-Up” 
technique with ringing, staccato tone in the RH, and gently detached, rhythmic LH 
chords.  Also, listen for shaping of phrases, particularly phrase 2.


4.  Rae Kate Shen is the hired evaluator, to listen to and comment on students’ 
performances.  A written evaluation for each student will be emailed to teachers.


5.  All recordings should be submitted online, by uploading both pieces to YouTube  
(select “unlisted” not private setting), or Vimeo, using the password GPSA.  These 
links should be emailed to Ashley Smith at ashleyejsmith@gmail.com, who will send 
everything to Rae Kate at one time.  The deadline is January 10, 2026. 




